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- Mercury added products and their life cycle   

- Supply and Trade 

- ASGM

- The rise of the use of coal in Africa

- Regional coordination and cooperation 



The following 35 countries in Africa have 

also already ratified the convention: 

Botswana, Benin, Burkina Faso, Chad, 

Comoros, Congo, Côte d'Ivoire, Djibouti, 

Equatorial Guinea, Eswatini (Kingdom of), 

Gabon, The Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, 

Guinea-Bissau, Lesotho, Mauritius, 

Madagascar, Mali, Mauritius, Mauritania, 

Namibia, Nigeria, Niger, Rwanda, Senegal, 

Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Sao Tome and 

Principe, South Africa, Tanzania, Togo, 

Uganda and Zambia.

As of Nov 2020 - 128 Signatures - 124 

Ratifications



• Waste management is a major challenge facing many African  
countries. 

• Less than 5% of waste is recycled in the Region

• Open dumping (uncontrolled and controlled), often associated 
with burning, are the predominant disposal methods used in 
Africa, with the potential to have serious implications for human 
health and the environment. 

• The impacts are not always local, but can be far reaching (e.g. 
mercury, methane and black carbon 

• Africa is a global destination for end-of-life EEE and vehicles 
exported from developed countries in North America, Europe and 
Asia, where it accumulates as waste. 

• Recycling of used lead-acid batteries, e-waste in informal 
workshops in Africa is a major source of pollution

Impacts of waste on human health and the 

environment in Africa: 



“More than 90% of waste is disposed of at uncontrolled 
dumpsites and landfills, often with associated open burning”…. 

Africa Waste Management Outlook (UNEP - 2018)
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Mercury trade and use for artisanal and small-scale gold mining in Sub-Saharan Africa - Final Report to the World Bank – COWI – Dec 2016: http://cegemi.com/wp-
content/uploads/2016/02/Mercury-Sub-Saharan-Africa-Trade-Report-12-December.pdf



Estimated tonnes of mercury released 

from ASGM in Africa

• Global emissions from ASGM 835 

tonnes

• Sub-Saharan Africa 30% of global 

emissions (+- 250 tonnes)





Key findings and recommendations

ASGM formalization can serve as a vehicle for effective 
mercury management ….

No ‘one-size-fits all’ ‘alternative’ to mercury use, 
(sustainability and scalability) in technology choice

Management of mercury trade is key (regionally, with inter-
ministerial, multi-sectoral, bilateral and multilateral 
collaboration and regional projects)!

A good starting point for mobilizing financial resources is 
linking NAPs to national priorities & regional international 
development frameworks

Regular stakeholder consultations @ local and national levels 
for priority setting (national vision) can enhance coordination 
and pave the way for NAP endorsement and implementation

Countries need more support in conducting health and socio-
economic assessments and more guidance in
developing the NAP’s!!
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