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We, the countries from the African region have taken the first step towards a global phase out of all mercury 
containing lighting. We encourage you all to join our efforts by agreeing to a short-term phase out date for 
mercury containing lamps during the next Conference of Parties.  

During this upcoming opportunity to revise the list of mercury-containing products, we are of the view that all 
mercury-containing fluorescent lamps should be included in this list, paving the way for a global transitioning to 
cost effective and equivalent toxic-free, energy efficient LED lighting.  This is one of many steps that Africa is taking 
towards making mercury history.  

There is now no economic or technical justification to keep mercury-containing fluorescent lamps in the market, as 
toxic-free LED alternatives have become available, increasingly more competitive, and easier to retrofit into 
existing fixtures. Fluorescent lighting is a source of toxic mercury that endangers human health and the 
environment, and we recognize that now is the right time to advocate for greener products that do not introduce 
mercury into our homes, environment, and businesses. Over the last two years, significant progress has been 
made in the development of quality and performance standards for lighting products across many African 
countries and we want to build on this progress through achieving global regulations that would complement our 
efforts at the regional level.  At the same time, compliance to the provisions set up through article 13 of the 
Minamata convention should be the option to allow the region to reach the objective of the phase down all 
mercury containing lighting in short time. 

In addition, we are of the opinion that measures should be taken by parties to phase down the use of dental 
amalgam towards a phase out in 2029. The rationale for this gradual phase out is based on the fact that mercury-
free alternatives have become much less expensive and are a cost-effective alternative now for patients compared 
to dental amalgam. To allow for a gradual transition, the measures could be introduced over the years and at the 
same time creating awareness, so an even higher percentage of dentists know how to use alternatives and are 
practicing Minimally Invasive Dentistry. As you would all recall, this proposal of gradual phase out is not a new 
proposal of the continent. We introduced our intention during the last COP and wish to bring it to conclusion at 
the upcoming COP. The proposal from the African continent aligns with many countries’ regulations and policies 
across all the regions of the globe, and it should no longer suffer from discussions at the coming COP to merit a 
favourable decision.  

Our priorities in the African Region are among others, to protect the health, economic and environmental interests 
of the peoples of Africa and across the globe. By transitioning to toxic-free energy efficient lighting, and a phase 
out of dental amalgam, the region will enjoy improvements in energy security and economic development as well 
as the will of countries to reduce mercury wastes coming from these sectors as there is a crucial lack of facilities to 
treat mercury wastes in an environmentally safe manner. 

Moreover, as countries around the world begin to eliminate fluorescent lighting from their markets, it is important 
to ensure that those without such regulations do not become dumping grounds for fluorescent lighting products. 
In addition, non-toxic alternatives such as light-emitting diode (LED) lighting represents an opportunity for 
businesses on the African continent and we urge the private sector to play a transparent role in the production and 
trade of these products, namely dental amalgam, and lamps.  

Transitioning to mercury-free alternatives will have positive environmental, health and socio-economic 
repercussions for the continent in addition to getting rid of the negative inequalities associated with the use of 
products that are harmful to public health and the environment. 



The 133 Parties to the Convention will discuss the proposed amendments during the Regional Meetings over the 
next six months and take up both issues at the next Conference of the Parties (COP4). We look forward to working 
with our counterparts from around the world to “Make Mercury History” and we are available for online bilateral 
discussions with other regional groups.  

Access the full proposed amendment.   

https://www.mercuryconvention.org/sites/default/files/documents/submission_from_government/ES_Africa_Amendment_Proposal_April_2021.pdf

