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Subject: Call for information from the expert group on mercury waste thresholds 

  

 

Dear Madam/Sir, 

 

The secretariat of the Minamata Convention is honoured to invite input from the parties to advance the 
intersessional work on mercury waste thresholds, as mandated by COP Decision MC-4/6. 

 

Pursuant to paragraph 3 of Decision MC-4/6, and taking into account the preambular paragraph 4 of that 
decision, the group of technical experts on mercury waste thresholds (hereinafter referred to as “the group”) 
invites interested parties to submit information on approaches other than the total mercury concentration 
approach, including risk-based considerations, to be considered by the group in discussing the thresholds 
for waste contaminated with mercury or mercury compounds (waste falling under sub-category 2 (c) of 
article 11of the Convention, hereinafter referred to as "category C waste"). 

In inviting the submission of information, the group noted the following: 

• Parties and observers are invited to consider UNEP/MC/COP.4/8 for information on previous 
conclusions and discussions of the group. 

• COP Decision MC-4/6 requested the group to acknowledge the potential to recommend differing 
thresholds for different waste categories, as appropriate, utilizing the indicative list of category C waste 
(paragraph 4(b)). 

• COP Decision MC-4/6 also requested the group to consider the situation of parties that already manage 
mercury waste in an environmentally sound manner, including through the use of a risk-based approach 
that takes into account leaching potential (paragraph 4(d)). 

Therefore, the group invites the submission of information including the following: 

• Information on approaches other than a total mercury concentration approach, including risk-based 
considerations. 

• For which types of waste, or for all type of waste, the above-mentioned approach should be considered, 
referring to the indicative list of type C waste. 

• Any consideration for establishing thresholds based on the above-mentioned approach, which may 
include applicable releases and exposure scenarios and specific threshold values to be considered. 

Interested parties are invited to submit the information to the secretariat by Thursday 24 November 2022. 

 

The group will review the submissions through online meetings, and at the face-to-face meeting to be held in 
Geneva from 16 to 18 February 2023, back-to-back with the Open-Ended Working Group of the Basel 
Convention. Information on the progress on the intersessional work on mercury waste thresholds and other 
matters is regularly updated on the Convention’s website. 
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If you have any question, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Eisaku Toda, Senior programme management 
officer. 

 

I thank you for your contribution to the intersessional work toward a fruitful meeting of the Conference of the 
Parties. 

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 

Monika Stankiewicz 

Executive Secretary 

 

 

 

To:  Minamata Convention National Focal Points 

 

Cc:  Representatives of the Permanent Missions to the United Nations Office at Geneva 

Permanent Representative to the United Nations Environment Programme  
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