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The first full national report pursuant to Article 21 covers the 

reporting period 16 August 2017 to 31 December 2021. Per Decision 

MC-1/8 the full reporting format comprises five parts, and 43 

questions. This session is the third of four sessions on national 

reporting to assist National Focal Points to complete the full reports 

by 31 December 2021. 

REPORTING GUIDANCE AND 
ONLINE REPORTING TOOL: 

PART II

Decision MC-3/13 requested the Secretariat to prepare 

and encouraged Parties to use 

the draft guidance on a provisional basis to assist with preparing the 

full national reports due by 31 December 2021. The second and third 

sessions delve into the draft reporting guidance. This session (Part II) 

focuses on the questions in the reporting format on 

, and also explains how to respond in 

Parts C, D and E. The session will also provide further orientation on 

the use of the . 

.
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Overview of the Information Session

2. Full National Report:

Article 8 – Emissions
Article 9 – Releases
Article 10 - Environmentally sound interim storage of mercury other than waste
Article 11 – Mercury wastes 
Article 12 – Contaminated sites
Article 13 – Financial resources and mechanism
Article 14 – Capacity-building, technical assistance and technology transfer
Article 16 – Health aspects
Article 17 – Information exchange
Article 18 – Public information, awareness and education
Article 19 – Research, development and monitoring

3. Question and Answers

1. Introduction:

• Article 21: Reporting obligation for all Parties

• Presentation Structure



1. Introduction



Article 21: Reporting

► Paragraph 1 of article 21 of the Minamata 
Convention on Mercury provides that each party 
shall report to the Conference of the Parties, 
though the Secretariat, on the measures taken to 
implement the provisions of the Convention and on 
the effectiveness of such measures and the 
possible challenges in meeting the objective of the 
Convention.

► Decision MC-1/8 Agreed on the full format of 
reporting and decided that each Party shall report 
every four years using the full format and report 
every two years on four questions marked by an 
asterisk in the full format.



Article 21: Reporting

► Decision MC-3/13 requested the Secretariat to 
prepare draft guidance for the full national 
reporting format and encouraged Parties to 
use the draft guidance on a provisional basis 
to assist with preparing the full national 
reports due by 31 December 2021. 
UNEP/MC/COP.4/17

► The Minamata Information sessions on 
national reporting is part of the work in 
fulfilling Decision MC-3/13. This session 
focuses on completing Articles 8, 9, 10, 11, 
12, 13, 14, 16, 17, 18, and 19.



Presentation Structure

► Overview of questions related to each article and to cover key obligations
► Reporting format (MC-1/8) consists of parts A-E and under part B contains 43 

questions
► Articles 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 16, 17, 18, and 19 (22 questions)
► Flow chart of each question: YES and NO ….  (generally)
► Notes and Suggested Approach based on the Draft Guidance for 

completing the national reporting format for the Minamata Convention on 
Mercury (UNEP/MC/COP.4/17)

► Further orientation on the Online Reporting Tool

Online Reporting Tool

Notes from the Draft Guidance

Suggested Approach from the Draft 
Guidance

Reminders from the Secretariat

Attachment or additional 
information needed



2. Full National Report



Article 8: Emissions
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SECTION
ONE

• Coal-fired power plants

• Coal-fired industrial boilers

• Smelting and roasting processes used in
the production of non-ferrous metals

• Waste incineration facilities

• Cement production facilities

“Article 8 concerns 
controlling and, 
where feasible, 
reducing emissions 
of mercury and 
mercury 
compounds … to 
the atmosphere 
through measures 
to control emissions 
from the point 
sources falling 
within the source 
categories listed in 
Annex D.”

Article 8: Overview 
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►BAT/BEP or associated ELVs for new facilities

►Measure(s) selected to control/reduce mercury emissions 

from existing sources

►Establish/maintain a mercury emissions inventory

Paragraph 3: A Party with relevant sources shall 
take measures to control emissions...

Article 8: Overview 



Article 8: Emissions



Article 8: Emissions

If the party has determined that it has in its territory no new sources, check the NO option and 
use the box provided for the explanation, as  prescribed in Decision-1/8.



Article 8: Emissions

Potential sources of information that a party could use to determine whether there 
are existing sources in its territory might include, for example, emissions inventories 
or permitting requirements. The measures listed are those contained in paragraph 5 
of article 8.



Article 8: Emissions



Article 8: Emissions

If the party has determined that it has no existing sources, check the "No" option and use the box 
provided to explain that it has no existing sources.



Article 8: Emissions



Article 8: Emissions



Article 8: Emissions

Explain how the criteria for any category include at least 75 percent of the emissions from that 
category, and how the party took into account guidance adopted by the Conference of the Parties. 



Article 8: Emissions

Development of a national plan setting out the measures to be taken is optional for a party 
(article 8, para. 3).



Article 9: Releases



Article 9: Releases

► Regulates “relevant sources”

► Party identifies sectors to regulate,
within three years

► Four options:
► — Release limit values
► — BAT/BEP
► — Multi-pollutant control strategy
► — Alternative measures

► Same options for new and existing 
facilities

Image care of NRDC



Article 9: Releases 



Article 9: Releases 

Guidance on the methodology for preparing inventories of releases has not been adopted by the 
Conference of the Parties.



Article 9: Releases 



Article 10: 
Environmentally Sound 
Interim Storage of 
Mercury other than waste



Article 10: Overview 

► Applies to the interim storage of mercury 
and mercury compounds as defined in 
Article 3, and not waste mercury or 
mercury compounds. 

► Decision MC-2/6 adopted Guidelines on 
the environmentally sound interim storage 
of mercury other than waste mercury 
(available at: 
https://www.mercuryconvention.org/en/ab
out/forms-guidance)



Article 10: Environmental Sound Interim Storage 



Article 11: Mercury 
Wastes



Article 11: Overview 

►Each Party shall take appropriate 
measures:

►Recovery (use of recovered, 
recycled, reclaimed mercury 
from waste)

►Environmentally Sound 
Management

► International Transport 
Control



Article 11: Overview 

► Basel technical guidelines on the 
environmentally sound management of wastes 
consisting of, containing or contaminated with 
mercury or mercury compounds

► Adopted by Basel Convention COP in 2015

► Available at: 
(https://www.mercuryconvention.org/en/about/fo
rms-guidance)



Article 11: Mercury Wastes 

➢ Describe the measures taken,
➢ Date(s) on which the measures were taken, and
➢ Effectiveness of those measures.



Article 11: Mercury Wastes 



Article 12: 
Contaminated Sites



Article 12: Overview 

►Endeavour to develop appropriate strategies 
for identifying and assessing sites 
contaminated with mercury or mercury 
compounds

►Environmentally Sound Management
►Encouraged to cooperate in developing 

strategies

Guidance on the Management of Contaminated 
Sites adopted MC-3/6

Available at: https://www.mercuryconvention.org/en/about/forms-guidance



Article 12: Contaminated Sites 

Endeavour covers scenarios where the Party has: initiated, is in the process of or has 
developed a full strategy.



Article 13: Financial 
Resources and 
Mechanism



Article 13: Overview

►Paragraph 1 of article 13 relates to the 
party’s undertaking to provide resources 
for its national activities to implement the 
Convention. 

►Such resources may include:
►domestic funding through relevant 

policies, development strategies and 
national budgets, 

►bilateral and multilateral funding, 
►costs borne by the private sector in 

undertaking the required Convention 
obligations. 



Article 13: Financial Resources and Mechanism



Article 13: Financial Resources and Mechanism



Financial Mechanism of the Minamata Convention



Article 13: Financial Resources and Mechanism



Article 14: Capacity-
building, technical 
assistance and technology 
transfer



Article 14: Overview 

► Article 14, paragraph 1 – Parties shall 
cooperate to provide, within their 
respective capabilities, timely and 
appropriate capacity building and 
technical assistance to developing 
country Parties, in particular Parties that 
are least developed countries or small 
island developing States and Parties with 
economies in transition 

► Paragraph 2: Modes of delivering: 
regional, subregional and national 
arrangements ….

► Paragraphs 3-4: Transfer of technology: 
Parties shall promote and facilitate …. 



Article 14: Capacity building, technical assistance
and technology transfer

• The years of the reporting period in which the capacity-building or 
technical assistance was given;

• The name of the party receiving the assistance; 
• The type of capacity-building or technical assistance; 
• The total value of the capacity-building or technical assistance (in 

United States dollars), including in-kind contributions. 



Article 14: Capacity building, technical assistance
and technology transfer



Article 14: Capacity building, technical assistance
and technology transfer



Article 16: Health Aspects



Article 16: Overview 

► Parties are encouraged to: 
► … strategies and programmes to identify 

and protect populations at risk;
► … science-based educational and 

preventive programmes on occupational 
exposure to mercury

► … appropriate health-care services for 
prevention, treatment and care for 
populations affected by the exposure to 
mercury or mercury compounds; 

► Establish and strengthen, as appropriate, 
the institutional and health professional 
capacities …

► WHO Strategic planning for implementation of the health-related 

articles of the Minamata Convention available at: 
https://www.mercuryconvention.org/en/about/forms-guidance

► ILO

https://www.mercuryconvention.org/en/about/forms-guidance


Article 16: Health Aspects

• Measures it has taken;
• Date(s) the measures were undertaken; 
• Outcome of the measures taken. 



Article 16: Health Aspects

• Measures it has taken;
• Date(s) the measures were undertaken; 
• Outcome of the measures taken. 



Article 17: Information 
Exchange



Article 17: Overview 

► Paragraph 1 of article 17:  Each party shall facilitate the exchange of:
► Scientific, technical, economic and legal information 
► Information on the reduction or elimination of the production, use, trade, 

emissions and releases of mercury and mercury compounds; 
► Information on technically and economically viable alternatives to:

► Mercury-added products;
► Manufacturing processes in which mercury or mercury compounds are used; 

and 
► Activities and processes that emit or release mercury or mercury compounds;
including information on the health and environmental risks and economic and 
social costs and benefits of such alternatives; 

► Epidemiological information concerning health impacts associated with 
exposure to mercury and mercury compounds, in close cooperation with the 
World Health Organization and other relevant organizations, as appropriate. 



Article 17: Information Exchange



Article 18: Public 
Information, Awareness, 
and Education



Article 18: Overview 

► Paragraph 1 of article 18: Each  party shall, within its capabilities, promote and 
facilitate:
► Provision to the public of available information on:

► The health and environmental effects of mercury and mercury 
compounds; 

► Alternatives to mercury and mercury compounds;
► The topics identified in paragraph 1 of article 17; 
► The results of its research, development and monitoring activities under 

article 19; 
► Activities to meet its obligations under the Convention;

► Education, training and public awareness related to the effects of exposure to 
mercury and mercury compounds on human health and the environment in 
collaboration with relevant intergovernmental and non-governmental 
organizations and vulnerable populations, as appropriate. 



Article 18: Public Information

• The issues on which it has taken measures to make information publicly available;
• The date(s) on which the measures were undertaken;  
• The effectiveness of the measures taken. 



Article 19: Research, 
Development and 
Monitoring



Article 19: Research, development and monitoring 

► Paragraph 1 of article 19: Parties shall endeavour to cooperate to improve ...:
► Inventories of use, consumption, and anthropogenic emissions to air and 

releases to water and land of mercury and mercury compounds;
► Modelling and geographically representative monitoring of levels of mercury 

and mercury compounds in vulnerable populations and in environmental 
media, including biotic media such as fish, marine mammals, sea turtles and 
birds, as well as collaboration in the collection and exchange of relevant and 
appropriate samples;

► Assessments of the impact of mercury and mercury compounds on human 
health and the environment, in addition to social, economic and cultural 
impacts, particularly in respect of vulnerable populations;

► Harmonized methodologies for the activities undertaken under subparagraphs 
(a), (b) and (c); …..



Article 19: Research, development and monitoring

….
► Information on the environmental cycle, transport (including long-range 

transport and deposition), transformation and fate of mercury and mercury 
compounds in a range of ecosystems, taking appropriate account of the 
distinction between anthropogenic and natural emissions and releases of 
mercury and of remobilization of mercury from historic deposition;

► Information on commerce and trade in mercury and mercury compounds and 
mercury-added products;

► Information and research on the technical and economic availability of 
mercury-free products and processes and on best available techniques and 
best environmental practices to reduce and monitor emissions and releases 
of mercury and mercury compounds.



Article 19: Research, development and monitoring

• The year(s) when these activities were undertaken;
• Whether the activities were taken in cooperation with another party;
• Reference to any published material or reports resulting from the activities and, if 

information is available online, where it can be accessed (if the relevant information is 
not available online, the party may wish to attach it to the report.



Parts C, D, and E



Online Reporting Tool



Demo session

► 13 Parties have logged in into the system



Important

Remember to complete your Full 
National Report by 31 December 2021

Reporting on measures to be taken to implement the provisions of the 
Convention, including on the effectiveness of such measures and the 
challenges encountered, is an obligation of every Party under Article 21 .



Full Reporting Format: Reporting Guidance, and 
COP-adopted Guidance and Forms

► The online reporting tool 
will include links to the 
draft reporting 
guidance. 

► Relevant forms and 
guidance documents for 
completing the reports 
are available on our 
website.

https://www.mercuryconvention.org/en/about/forms-guidance


National Focal Points database on the Convention website

► National Focal Points webpage

Information of the designated 
National Focal Points can be 
found in the drop-down menu.

The form and the sample 
letter for the designation of 
National Focal Points are 
available on the website.

https://www.mercuryconvention.org/en/parties/focal-points


National Focal Points: Form and Model Letter

This form should be completed and returned under 
cover of the official nomination letter from:

(i) the Government official contact point to the UN 
Environment Programme, 

(ii) the Ministry of Foreign Affairs or
(iii) the Permanent Mission to the UN in Geneva or to 

the UN Environment Programme to the attention of:

The Executive Secretary 
Secretariat of the Minamata Convention on Mercury 
United Nations Environment Programme 
Postal address: Avenue de la Paix 8-14, 1211 Geneva 
10, Switzerland
E-mail: mea-minamatasecretariat@un.org

► Kindly note that self-nominations can not be considered.

► Should you have any questions on the designation of NFP, please contact us at mea-minamatasecretariat@un.org

mailto:mea-minamatasecretariat@un.org
mailto:mea-minamatasecretariat@un.org


More information to support Parties

Final Reports

Once the report is considered final 
from both sides, it will be published on 
the website. A confirmation email will 
be sent to National Focal Points.



Q&A





Thank you for your attention

Secretariat of the Minamata Convention on Mercury
United Nations Environment Programme

WEB: www.mercuryconvention.org
MAIL: MEA-MinamataSecretariat@un.org
TWITTER: @minamataMEA

#MakeMercuryHistory

https://twitter.com/hashtag/MakeMercuryHistory?src=hashtag_click

