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WORKSHOP PROCEEDINGS  

 

SUB-REGIONAL WORKSHOP FOR ARABIC SPEAKING COUNTRIES IN SUPPORT FOR THE 

RATIFICATION AND EARLY IMPLEMENTATION OF THE MINAMATA CONVENTION ON 

MERCURY - 5 TO 7 AUGUST 2014, DEAD SEA, JORDAN 

 

 

 

 
 

1. The sub-regional workshop organized for Arabic speaking countries in support for the ratification 

and early implementation of the Minamata Convention on Mercury was held at the Crowne Plaza 

Jordan Dead Sea Resort and Spa, Jordan, from 5 to 7 August 2014. Convened by the Interim 

Secretariat of the Minamata Convention thanks to the generous support from the Government of 

Norway and other donors, this workshop gathered representatives from eight Arabic speaking 

countries, IGOs and NGOs active in the sub-region.  
 

2. The workshop was attended by 25 participants, including 16 Government representatives, 5 

representatives from intergovernmental organizations and 4 from non-governmental organizations. 

The following countries were represented in the workshop: Bahrain, Egypt, Jordan, Oman, Saudi 

Arabia, State of Palestine, United Arab Emirates and Yemen. The full list of participants is available in 

annex 2. 

 

3. The objectives of the workshop were to further enhance participants’ knowledge of the Minamata 

Convention and the processes for its signature, ratification and early implementation. It also aimed 

at providing participants with information on the available sources of support and at creating 

opportunities for exchange and action at the sub-regional level. By the end of the workshop, each 

participating country had prepared a draft national roadmap for the ratification and early 

implementation of the Convention. The programme of the workshop is available in annex 1. 

Additional information, including UNEP presentations for download, will be available at 

www.mercuryconvention.org. 

 

 

Background information: 

 

In its resolution on arrangements in the interim period, the Conference of Plenipotentiaries on the 

Minamata Convention on Mercury, held from 10 to 11 October 2013 in Kumamoto, Japan called 

upon States and regional economic integration organizations to take, as soon as possible, the 

domestic measures necessary to enable them to meet their obligations upon ratification and 

thereafter to ratify, accept, approve or accede to the Convention with a view to its entry into force 

as soon as possible. The Conference further requested the Executive Director of UNEP to facilitate 

activities at regional and country level to support implementation during the interim period in an 

effective and efficient manner.  In response to this request, UNEP is conducting a series of 

workshops in the interim period until the Convention enters into force to assist countries in their 

process towards ratification and early implementation of their obligations under the Convention.  

 

http://www.mercuryconvention.org/
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ANNEX 1 – WORKSHOP PROGRAMME 

 

 

Tuesday 5 August, 2014 

 

8.30 a.m. REGISTRATION 

Item 1. Opening of the workshop and introduction 

9.00 a.m. – 9.30 a.m. 

Opening remarks: 

 Representative of the Interim Secretariat of the Minamata Convention  

 Representative of the Government of Jordan 

9.30 a.m. – 10.15 a.m. 
 Workshop objectives, expected outcomes and organization of work (UNEP) 

 Tour de table - Introduction of participants, identified needs and expectations 

10.15 a.m.  COFFEE BREAK 

Item 2.  Overview of the Minamata Convention  

10.45 a.m. – 11.30 a.m. 

 Overview of the negotiations process and upcoming INC related activities (UNEP) 

 Overview of the Convention and its key concepts (UNEP) 

 Questions & Answers 

11.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m. 

 Break out groups – focus on:  

o Identified key priorities at the national level  

o Advantages of becoming a Party  

12.30 p.m.  LUNCH BREAK 

Item 2.  Overview of the Minamata Convention (continued) 

1.45 p.m. – 2.00 p.m.  Report back from break out groups discussion and summary of main conclusions 

Item 3. Implementation of the Minamata Convention  

Item 3.1  Implementation of the Minamata Convention – Emissions and releases 

2.00 p.m. – 3.00 p.m. 

 Key provisions of the Convention on emissions and releases (UNEP) 

 Introduction to the UNEP mercury toolkit (UNEP) and e-learning platform (UNITAR) 

 Questions & Answers 

3.00 p.m.  COFFEE BREAK 

Item 3.2  Implementation of the Minamata Convention - Artisanal and small-scale gold mining (ASGM) 

3.30 p.m. – 3.45 p.m. 
 Key provisions of the Convention on artisanal and small-scale gold mining (UNEP) 

 Questions & Answers 

3.45 p.m.– 4.00 p.m. 

 Presentation on the guidance available on developing a  national strategic plan for 

ASGM (UNEP) 

 Questions & Answers 

4.00 p.m.– 5.30 p.m.  Break out groups – focus on IteMs. 3.1 and 3.2  

5.30 p.m.– 6.00 p.m.  Report back from break out groups discussion and summary of main conclusions 

6.00 p.m.  END OF DAY 1 
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Wednesday 6 August 2014 

 
9.00 a.m. START 

9.00 a.m. – 9.15 a.m.  Recap from Day 1 discussions 

Item 3.3  Implementation of the Minamata Convention - Supply, trade and storage 

9.15 a.m. – 9.45 a.m. 
 Key provisions of the Convention on supply, trade and storage (UNEP) 

 Questions & Answers 

Item 3.4  Implementation of the Minamata Convention - Waste and contaminated sites 

9.45 a.m.– 10.00 a.m. 
 Key provisions of the Convention on waste and contaminated sites (UNEP) 

 Questions & Answers 

10.00 a.m. – 10.15 a.m. 
 Presentation on waste management (Egypt) 

 Questions & Answers 

10.15 a.m.  COFFEE BREAK 

Item 3.5  Implementation of the Minamata Convention - Products and processes 

10.45 a.m. – 11.15 a.m. 
 Key provisions of the Convention on products and processes (UNEP) 

 Questions & Answers 

Item 3.6  Implementation of the Minamata Convention – Health aspects 

11.15 a.m. – 11.30 a.m. 
 Presentation by the WHO on the Minamata Convention and health (WHO) 

 Questions & Answers 

11.30 a.m. – 1.00 p.m.  Break out groups – focus on iteMs. 3.3, 3.4, 3.5 and 3.6 

1.00 p.m.  LUNCH BREAK 

Item 3. Implementation of the Minamata Convention (continued) 

2.00 p.m. – 2.45 p.m.  Report back from break out groups discussion and summary of main conclusions 

Item 4  Getting ready for ratification and early implementation 

2.45 p.m.– 3.30 p.m. 

 Steps and technical modalities to follow for the deposit of the instrument of ratification 

and signature (UNEP) 

 Experience at the national level on the preparation for signature, ratification and early 

implementation (Yemen) 

 Presentation on preparation for ratification (Jordan) 

 Questions & Answers 

3.30 p.m. – 4.45 p.m. 

 Presentation on stakeholders identification and involvement (IPEN) 

 Presentation on how to address the general public and particular audiences (ZMWG) 

 Questions & Answers 

4.45 p.m.  COFFEE BREAK 

5.00 p.m. – 6.00 p.m. 

 Break out groups – focus on: 

o Development of some general steps and priorities for the ratification and early 

implementation of the Convention 

o Development by each country of its draft national roadmap for the ratification 

and early implementation of the Convention 

6.00 p.m. END OF DAY 2 
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Thursday 7 August 2014 

 
8.30 a.m. START 

Item 5. Mobilizing resources for the implementation 

8.30 a.m. – 10.00 a.m. 

 Presentation on the sources of funding and timelines and on UNEP’s support for the 

ratification, including activities under the Global Mercury Partnership (UNEP) 

 Presentation on GEF support in the interim period (GEF Secretariat) 

 Interventions by other stakeholders on available support (UNEP, UNITAR, WHO, IPEN, 

ZMWG) 

 Questions & Answers 

10.00 a.m.  COFFEE BREAK 

10.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.  Break out groups continued – focus on draft national roadmap 

12.30 p.m.  LUNCH BREAK 

Item 6. Draft national roadmaps prepared by each participating country 

1.30 p.m. – 4.30 p.m. 
 Presentation by each country of its draft national roadmap 

 Questions & Answers 

4.30 p.m.  COFFEE BREAK 

Item 7. Opportunities for information exchange and cooperation 

4.45 p.m. – 5.15 p.m. 
 Tour de table on opportunities for future needs and cooperation 

 Questions & Answers 

Item 8. Closure of the workshop 

5.15 p.m. – 6.00 p.m. 
 Evaluation of the workshop 

 Final remarks  

6.00 p.m. END OF THE WORKSHOP 
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ANNEX 2 - LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
 

SUB-REGIONAL WORKSHOP FOR ARABIC SPEAKING COUNTRIES IN SUPPORT FOR THE 

RATIFICATION AND EARLY IMPLEMENTATION OF THE MINAMATA CONVENTION ON 

MERCURY - 5 TO 7 AUGUST 2014, DEAD SEA, JORDAN 
 

 

GOVERNMENTS 
 

BAHRAIN 

 

Mr. Abdulkarim  Rashed  

Head, Recycling & Waste Treatment Unit 

SAICM, Project Technical Manager 

Assessment and Environmental Control 

Directorate 

The Supreme Council for Environment 

PO Box 18233, Manama 

Bahrain 

Tel: 00 973 1738 6595 

Fax: 00 973 1792 0213 

E-mail: kme2001@hotmail.com, 

arashed@sce.gov.bh 

 

Mr. Hasan Slaes 

Legal Researcher  

Legal Affairs 

The Supreme Council for Environment 

PO Box 18233, Manama 

Bahrain 

Tel: 00 973 1738 6560 

Fax: 00 973 1738 6556 

E-mail: haletaibi@sce.gov.bh 

 

 

EGYPT 

 

Mr. Adel Shafei Osman 

General Director 

General Department of Chemicals and Waste 

Ministry of Environment 

30 Misr Helwan Road 

11728 Maadi 

Cairo, Egypt 

Tel : 00 202 25 25 64 52 

Fax:  00 202 25 25 64 75 

Email. adelshafei@eeaa.cloud.gov.eg 

adelshafei@gmail.com 

 

Mr. Mohamed Khalifa Amin 

Head of Hazardous Chemical Division 

General Department of Chemicals and Waste 

Ministry of Environment 

30 Misr Helwan Road 

11728 Maadi 

Tel 00 202 25 25 64 52 

Fax:  00 202 25 25 64 75 

E-mail: khalifa10720@yahoo.com 

 

 

JORDAN 

 

Mr. Mohammed Khashashneh 

Director, Hazardous Substances and Waste 

Management Directorate 

Ministry of Environment 

Kind Faisal bin Abdel-Aziz 83 Om Odaenah  

P.O.Box: 1408, 

Amman 11941, Jordan 

Tel:  +962) 776 296 294 

Fax: +962) 65 521 943 

E-mail: mkhashashneh@yahoo.com 

 

Ms. Reema Al-Hendi 

 

Ms. Maha Abu Moes 

 

 

OMAN 

 

Ms. Badriya Alkiyumi 

Environmental Inspector 

Monitoring and Assessment section/ Chemicals 

Department 

Ministry of Environment and Climate Affairs 

P.O.Box 323, PC100 

Muscat, Oman 

Tel: 00 968 962 555 14 

E-mail: alkastanaa@hotmail.com 

 

Ms. Moza Aljahwari 

Director of Chemical Substances Department 

Department of Chemical Substances 

Ministry of Environment and Climate Affairs 

P.O.Box 323, PC 100 

Muscat, Oman 

Tel: 00 968 244 047 74 

E-mail: moza_jah@yahoo.com 

 

 

SAUDI ARABIA 

 

Mr. Abduallah Bjaili 

Director of Chemical Safety 

Chemical Safety and Hazardous Wastes 

Department 

Presidency of Meteorology and Environment  

KSA- Jeddah Hail Street 

P.O.Box 1358 

Jeddah, Saudi Arabia 

Tel: 00 966 505 684 248 

Fax: 00 966 126 536 495 

E-mail: abjaili@hotmail.com 

mailto:kme2001@hotmail.com
mailto:haletaibi@sce.gov.bh
mailto:adelshafei@eeaa.cloud.gov.egadelshafei@gmail.com
mailto:adelshafei@eeaa.cloud.gov.egadelshafei@gmail.com
mailto:khalifa10720@yahoo.com
mailto:alkastanaa@hotmail.com
mailto:moza_jah@yahoo.com
mailto:abjaili@hotmail.com
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Mr. Nasser Mshai 

Environmental Specialist 

Chemical Safety and Hazardous Wastes 

Department 

Presidency of Meteorology and Environment  

KSA- Jeddah Hail Street 

P.O.Box 1358 

Jeddah, Saudi Arabia 

Tel: 00 966 503 669 077 

Fax: 00 966 126 536 495 

nassermshai@hotmail.com 

 

 

STATE OF PALESTINE 

 

Mr. Issam Qasem 

National Mercury Focal Point 

Environment Protection 

Environmental Quality Authority 

West Bank 

00972, Tulkarem 

Palestine 

Tel: 00 972 599 264 232 

Fax: 00 972 926 745 58 

E-mail: isammena@hotmail.com 

 

 

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 

 

Ms. Hana Mearaj 

Environmental Researcher 

Chemical Department 

Ministry of Environment & Water 

Deira, Abu Hail Street 

P.O.Box 1509 

Dubai, United Arab Emirates 

Tel: 00 971 421 48 348/917 505 847 738 

Fax: 971 426 55 822 

E-mail: hkhalifa@moew.gov.ae 

 

Ms. Kawther Alshamsi 

Chemical Engineer 

Chemical Department 

Ministry of Environment & Water 

Deira, Abu Hail Street 

P.O.Box 1509 

Dubai, United Arab Emirates 

Tel: 00 917 5030 43319 

Fax: 971 426 55 822 

E-mail: kralshamsi@moew.gov.ae 

 

 

YEMEN 

 

Mr. Anwar Alhermiary 

Deputy Chairman, EPA 

Environmental Protection Authority 

Zubiry street EPA, P.O.Box 19719 

Sanaa, Yemen 

Tel: 00 967 7116 151 26 

Fax: 00 967 120 73 27 

E-mail: anwarfaissal74@yahoo.com 

 

Mr. Murad Alfakih 

General Director of Mercury and SAICM Unit 

Environmental Protection Authority 

Zubiry street EPA 

P.O.Box 19719 

Sanaa, Yemen 

Tel: 00 967 7733 720 11 

Fax: 00 967 120 73 27 

E-mail: alfakihmurad@yahoo.com 

 

 

UN AND INTERNATIONAL 

ORGANIZATIONS 
 

Global Environment Facility 

 

Mr. Ibrahima Sow 

Chemicals Cluster Coordinator 

Climate and Chemicals 

GEF Secretariat 

1818H St NW 

Tel: +1 202 473 2716 

E-mail: isow@thegef.org 

 

UNEP 

 

Ms. Mehdia Siari 

Chemicals Branch 

UNEP DTIE 

CH 1211 Geneva 

Switzerland 

E-mail: mehdia.siari@unep.org 

 

UNITAR 

 

Mr. John Haines 

Associated Fellow 

Chemiicals and Waste Management 

Programme 

CH-1211, Geneva 10 

Geneva, Switzerland 

Tel: +41 (0)22 917 8047 

E-mail: johnahaines@fastmail.fm 

 

WHO 

 

Mr. Mohamed Elmi,  

Coordinator Environmental Health Risks   

WHO/CEHA/EMRO 

Amman 11190 

Amman 

Jordan 

Tel: 962799860717 

elmim@who.int 

 

 

 

  

mailto:nassermshai@hotmail.com
mailto:isammena@hotmail.com
mailto:hkhalifa@moew.gov.ae
mailto:kralshamsi@moew.gov.ae
mailto:anwarfaissal74@yahoo.com
mailto:alfakihmurad@yahoo.com
mailto:mehdia.siari@unep.org
mailto:johnahaines@fastmail.fm
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NON GOVERNMENTAL 

ORGANIZATIONS 
 

APEDDUB 

 

Ms. Najoua Bouraoui 

President of the Association 

Executive Bureau 

Avenue Habib Bouatfa, OTELA 

BP. 62 Bizerte 

Tunisia 

Tel: 00 216 98 273 942 

Fax: 00 216 72 443 853 

E-mail: najwa_bourawi@yahoo.fr 

 

INDYACT/ZMWG 

 

Mr. Naji Kodeih 

Policy Advisor/Toxic Campaigner 

Chemicals/Toxics 

Rmayl Street, Jaara Building, 4th Floor 

10550 

Beirut, Lebanon 

Tel: 9 613 315 326 

Fax: 9 611 44 86 49 

E-mail: najikodeih@gmail.com 

 

IPEN 

 

Ms. Semia Gharbi 

IPEN-MENA Coordinator 

15, Rue de Liban, La Marsa 

2070 

Tunis, Tunisia 

Tel: 00 216 98 997 350 

E-mail: semia.gharbi@laposte.net 

 

LAND AND HUMAN TO ADVOCATE PROGRESS 

(LHAP) 

 

Mr. Ziyad Alawneh 

Director 

Administration and Chemicals 

Al-Nahda Street, Al-Hossam Complex,  

Tareq District, P.O. Box 340636 

11134, Amman 

Jordan 

Tel: 962 6 505 43 30 

Fax: 962 6 505 37 07 

E-mail: ziyadalawneh@gmail.com  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTERIM SECRETARIAT OF THE 

MINAMATA CONVENTION  
 

Ms. Sheila Logan  

Programme Officer, Interim Secretariat of the 

Minamata Convention  

Chemicals Branch, DTIE  

United Nations Environment Programme  

11–13 chemin des Anémones  

CH1219 Geneva, Switzerland  

Tel: 00 41 22 917 8511  

E-mail: sheila.logan@unep.org 
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